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St Laurence in Thanet Church of England Junior Academy 
Our school offers a supportive, inclusive, nurturing and inspiring learning environment where each member is known by God, loved  and empowered to reach their full potential. Children are

encouraged through an aspirational and engaging curriculum to develop their knowledge, skills and character so that they can truly flourish, both now and into the future.
  
This set of values is reflected in all our policies. 
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St Laurence Junior Academy
Computing Policy 
 
Introduction  
St Laurence Junior Academy believes that every child should have the right to a curriculum that champions excellence; supporting pupils in achieving to the very best of their abilities. We understand the immense value technology plays not only in supporting the Computing and whole school curriculum but overall in the day-to-day life of our school. We believe that technology can provide: enhanced collaborative learning opportunities; better engagement of pupils; easier access to rich content; support conceptual understanding of new concepts and can support the needs of all our pupils. 
Our Aims: 
· Provide an exciting, rich, relevant and challenging Computing curriculum for all pupils. 
· Enthuse and equip children with the capability to use technology throughout their lives. 
· Give children access to a variety of high quality hardware, software and unplugged resources. 
· Instil critical thinking, reflective learning and a ‘can do’ attitude for all our pupils, particularly when engaging with technology and its associated resources. 
· Teach pupils to become responsible, respectful and competent users of data, information and communication technology. 
· Equip pupils with skills, strategies and knowledge that will enable them to reap the benefits of the online world, whilst being able to minimise risk to themselves or others. 
· Use technology imaginatively and creatively to inspire and engage all pupils, as well as using it to be more efficient in the tasks associated with running an effective school. 
· Provide technology solutions for forging better home and school links. 
· Utilise computational thinking beyond the Computing curriculum. 
 
Curriculum 
As a school, we have chosen the Teach Computing Scheme of Work. The scheme of work supports our teachers in delivering fun and engaging lessons which help to raise standards and allow all pupils to achieve to their full potential. It is a spiral curriculum. We are confident that the scheme of work more than adequately meets the national vision for Computing. It provides immense flexibility, strong cross-curricular links and integrates perfectly with various programs and apps.  
 
Key Stage 2 Outcomes:  
· Design and write programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical systems; solve problems by decomposing them into smaller parts. 
· Use sequence, selection and repetition in programs; work with variables and various forms of input and output; generate appropriate inputs and predicted outputs to test programs. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Use logical reasoning to explain how a simple algorithm works and to detect and correct errors in algorithms and programs. 
· Understand computer networks including the internet; how they can provide multiple services, such as the worldwide web; and the opportunities they offer for communication and collaboration. 
· Describe how Internet search engines find and store data; use search engines effectively; be discerning in evaluating digital content; respect individuals and intellectual property; use technology responsibly, securely and safely. 
· Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of digital devices to accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information. 
 
Teaching & Learning 
Teaching and learning of computing skills are taught discretely as well as part of lessons across the curriculum. Teacher’s planning is differentiated to meet the range of needs in any class including those children who may need extra support, those who are in line with average expectations and those working above average expectations for children of their age. 
 
        A wide range of styles are employed to ensure all children are sufficiently challenged: 
 
· Children may be required to work individually, in pairs or in small groups according to the nature or activity of the task. 
· Some lessons are not on laptops or iPads and are instead written. These are kept in individual folders.
· Different pace of working. 
· Different groupings of children - groupings may be based on ability either same ability or mixed ability. 
· Different levels of input and support. 
· Different outcomes expected. 

Assessment
 Children are assessed within a ‘best fit’ format. Teachers to judge a child’s ability as below, expected or exceeding the year group average level of computing. This is completed termly per topic. 	Evidence of children’s work is uploaded into a powerpoint summarising the term’s lessons.

Inclusion  
At St Laurence, we aim to enable all children to achieve to their full potential. This includes children of all abilities, social and cultural backgrounds, those with disabilities, EAL speakers and SEN. We place particular emphasis on the flexibility technology brings to allowing pupils to access learning opportunities, particularly pupils with SEN and disabilities. With this in mind, we will ensure additional access to technology is provided throughout the school day. Teachers consciously and strategically plan the teaching and activities across the ability range whilst consistently monitoring progress. Intervention at the point of learning ensures the pupils are learning more precisely and are continually motivated and make more progress. 
 
Resources 
We acknowledge the need to continually maintain, update and develop its resources and to make progress towards a consistent, compatible system by investing in resources that will effectively deliver the strands of the national curriculum and support the use of computing across the school. Teachers are required to inform the technician of any faults as soon as they are noticed. 
 
Staff Training 
 
Needs will be met by: 
· Auditing staff skills and confidence in the use of information technologies regularly. 
· Arranging training for individuals as required. 
· The Computing Subject Lead should attend courses and support and train staff as far as possible. 
· Peer coaching will take place where appropriate.   
· All staff must be trained on professional conduct and safer working practices regarding technologies such as Twitter, Facebook, Blogging etc. 
· Support will be given, where possible, with Computing planning and teaching by the Computing Subject Lead. 
 
Security 
 
· The IT technician will be responsible for regularly updating anti-virus software. 
· Use of ICT will be in line with the school’s ‘Acceptable Use Policy’.  
· All staff, volunteers and children must sign a copy of the schools AUP. 
· Parents will be made aware of the ‘Acceptable Use Policy’. 
· All pupils and parents will be aware of the school rules for responsible use of ICT and the internet and will understand the consequence of any misuse. 
· The SMART Rules for safe and responsible use of the internet will be displayed in all classrooms. 
 
 
Review and Evaluation Procedures 
 
The everyday use of communication technology is developing rapidly, with new technology being produced all the time. This policy therefore will be reviewed and revised on a yearly basis. The Computing Subject Leader will liaise regularly with staff, both at staff meetings and informally, to monitor the effectiveness of the policy and the Computing curriculum.   
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